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SUBJECT: WESTERN SAMOAN ELECTIONS 

1 . RADIO NEW ZEALAND FEBRUARY 23 CARRIED FOLLOWING 
REPORT ON WESTERN SAMOAN ELECTIONS: 

"THERE’S BEEN A BIG UPSET IN YESTERDAY S GENERAL 
ELECTION IN WESTERN SAMOA, RETURNS SO FAR 
INDICATING THAT MORE THAN HALF THE PREVIOUS 
PARLIAMENT OF 47 MEMBERS HAVE BEEN REPLACED BY 
NEW MEMBERS. AMONG THOSE LOSING SEATS ARE TWO 
CABINET MEMBERS AND THE ONLY TWO WOMEN MEMBERS, 
MRS. FAIMAALA AND MRS. FETAUI, WHO IS THE WIDOW 
OF THE LATE PRIME MINISTER MATTAFA. THE FORMER 
MINISTER OF FINANCE, SAM SAILI, TOPPED THE 
POLL FOR INDIVIDUAL VOTERS. . . THE GREAT NUMBER OF 
NEW MEMBERS MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE TO PREDICT WHO WILL 
BE ELECTE 

PRIME MINISTER WHEN PRLI 
MENT MEETS IN 
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WESTERN SAMOA." 

2. HEAD OF MFA'S PACIFIC DIVISION EXPRESSED RPRISE TO POL 

COUNS OVER MRS. FETAII’S DEFEAT. HE I QUERYING NZ HIGH COMMISSIONER 

APIA REGARDING ELECTIONS SO AS. HOPEFULLY. TO HAVE REPORT ON 

HAND FOR ANZUS OFFICIALS' TALKS IN LELLINGTON NBRUARY 

24-25. 
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